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from indiscretions. Though far from mercenary,
as was demonstrated by her subsequent conduct,
Eugenie was supremely ambitious, and there is
little doubt that after the coup d'ltat she had ear-
marked Louis Napoleon as the husband with
whose fortunes her own future might most
advantageously be linked.

For weeks, onlookers had observed the growing
passion of the President for the lovely Spaniard -
a passion that was tormented by the girl's caprices
and by her letters to him, which were composed
by Prosper Merimee. There is no reason to
suppose that the prince himself ever contem-
plated marriage with her. But her inexorable
resistance to his passion only made it the more
ardent, so that when as Emperor he found that
diplomatic marriages were not readily to be
obtained he decided to remove the sole remaining
obstacle to his desires. Once this decision was
reached, he rushed ahead with almost indecent
haste.

On the 22nd of January, 1853, he broke the
news of his intended marriage to the Councillors,
Senators, and Deputies assembled for that pur-
pose. " The union I am about to make/' he
said, " is not in accordance with ancient policy ;
therein lies its advantage. ... I have preferred
a woman whom I love and respect to a woman
unknown to me, with whom an alliance would